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October 17, 1980 FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

A. BEVERLY BARKSDALE TO RETIRE AND TWO MUSEUM STAFF MEMBERS TO MOVE UP 

A. Beverly Barksdale will be retiring as General Manager of The Cleveland 
Museum of Art at year-end, and William S. Talbot will succeed him with the title 
Assistant Director for Administration, Sherman E. Lee, Director of the Museum has 
announced. Also effective January 1, 1981, Albert J. Grossman will become Assistant 
Director for Operations and Finance. 

On December 31, 1980, Mr. Barksdale will bring to a close a 40-year career of 
service to Ohio arts institutions that began at The Toledo Museum of Art and saw 
him become General Manager of The Cleveland Orchestra and later The Cleveland Museum 
of Art. Mr. Barksdale joined the staff of The Toledo Museum of Art in 1940 and 
was Supervisor of Music from 1942-1957. In 1957 he was appointed Manager of The 
Cleveland Orchestra, and he became General Manager of the Orchestra in 1965. He 
moved to The Cleveland Museum of Art as General Manager in 1970. During his career 
he has taught classes in music history, appreciation, and literature; managed 
concerts; performed in recital; directed choirs; narrated at orchestra performances; 
organized exhibitions; and written extensively on music. 

Bom in South Carolina, Mr. Barksdale received a Bachelor of Arts, magna cum 
laude, from Furman University and a Bachelor of Music and Master of Music from 
Louisiana State University. Prior to coming to Ohio he taught at Louisiana State 
University, Northwest Louisiana College, and The College of Emporia in Kansas. He 
has received numerous awards and honors; most recently citations from both the 
Organization of Ohio Orchestras and the Ohio Arts Council. He is Chairman of The 
Northeastern Ohio Inter-Museum Council, Vice President for Ohio of the Midwest 
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Museums Conference, and a Trustee of the Ohio Museums Association. Mr. Barksdale 
and his wife Mildred live in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and will be moving to Charleston, 
South Carolina, in 1981. 

Dr. Talbot is currently an Associate Curator in the Museum’s Department of 
Later Western Art and an Adjunct Associate Professor at Case Western Reserve 
University. He came to The Cleveland Museum of Art in 1968 as an Assistant Curator 
and was promoted to Associate Curator in 1972. Prior to joining the Museum he was 
an Instructor in the History of Art at Skidmore College and Assistant to the Director 
of the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston. He received an A.B. from Harvard 
University and an M.A. , a certificate in museum training, and a Ph. D. from the 
Institute of Fine Arts of New York University. Dr. Talbot, his wife Dr. Alice Mary 
Talbot, and their two children live in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Mr. Grossman has been V7ith The Cleveland Musevim of Art since 1949 when he 
joined the staff as a Cashier. In 1956 he was appointed Comptroller and in 1958 
Operations Administrator. Prior to coming to the Museum he worked at The Cleveland 
Trust Company (now AmeriTrust) and The Cleveland Press. He holds an Accounting 
Certificate from Fenn College (now Cleveland State University). Mr. Grossman 
lives in Euclid, Ohio. 
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For additional information, please contact the Public Relations Office, The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


